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National Center for Education Statistics
The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) is the official data resource of the U.S. Department of 
Education (USED) and its Institute of Education Sciences (IES). The primary role of the NCES is to help the 
USED fulfil its congressional mandates for data collection, analysis, and reporting. 

NCES is a useful resources for those looking to better understand schooling in the United States. Here are
a few things you will find available on the NCES website: 

• Annual reports that summarize vital statistics about public and private education. 
• Data collected from the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). 
• Data collected from the International Activities Program (IAP). 
• Information about public schools collected from the Common Core of Data (CCD), Early Childhood 

Longitudinal Study, National Household Education Survey, Secondary Longitudinal Studies Program, 
Educational Demographic and Geographic Estimates, and the National Teacher and Principal Survey. 

• Information about the state of libraries in the United States.
• A wide range of post-secondary data. 
• National datasets from the Statewide Longitudinal Data Systems Grant Program. 

One of the best things about NCES is that, in addition to the raw data files, its website features a wide
range of built-in data analysis tools. You can create customized tables and even run basic statistical tests 
right from your browser. A real time saver! 

The National Center for Education Statistics It is accessible at: https://nces.ed.gov/

https://nces.ed.gov/
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Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System
The Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS) contains data on all the colleges and 
universities. It is a good place to grab data if you want to learn more about higher education. It is part of 
the NCES discussed earlier but is robust enough to warrant its own discussion here. 

Three times each year, the IPEDS solicits information from higher education institutions across the United 
States. From these data collections, you can access data related to:

• Enrollment
• Library Services
• Admissions 
• Completion Rates
• Finances
• Graudation Rates
• Human Resources
• Institutional Characteristics
• Student Outcomes
• Financial Aid

In addition to the raw data files, you can also view detailed information about higher education 
institutions and even compare institutions. 

The Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System is accessible at: https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/
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ED Data Express
Want to compare schools across the country? ED Data Express houses all the data collected by the US 
Department of Education on every school in the nation and presents it in a user-friendly format.

The goal of ED Data Express is to increase data transparency and support the public in reviewing 
education data. ED Data Express presents data all the way down to the school level. You can download 
data files related to a wide variety of topics, including participation, performance, and status. 

The datasets also allow you to disaggregate data by race/ethnicity, disability status, English Learner 
status, migratory status, and homeless status. This is really useful if you are interested in studying 
questions related to educational equity. 

Another great feature of ED Data Express are the dashboard tools. By applying filters, you can view
interactive maps, graphs, and charts that help you better understand the raw data. Dashboards are 
available for the following programs: Title I Part A, Title I Part C, Title I Part D, Title III, and McKinney-
Vento. You can also filter by school year and toggle between states with ease. 

Finally, ED Data Express offers some great resources to help the public understand the datasets through 
pre-populated reports. 

ED Data Express is available at: https://eddataexpress.ed.gov/

https://eddataexpress.ed.gov/
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Data.gov
If you are interested in looking at data beyond the education realm, you should visit Data.gov. This is the 
official data repository for the various programs run by United States government agencies. There are 
over 300,000 datasets available for download! 

Data.gov compiles information related to agriculture, climate, energy, local government, maritime, 
ocean, health, and most recently, coronavirus. 

In addition to the raw data files, Data.gov does a good job of providing additional resources to help out-
of-field analysts understand the various terms and measures included in the data sets. It also includes 
guidance on quality data management and governance techniques, tools to help you analyze data more 
quickly, and sill development webinars and handbooks. 

One thing that I like about data.gov is that they have a program called Data Incubator. This is a space
where the government solicits help from the public on various data analysis questions. They run 
competitions and offer opportunities for data analysts to come work on projects through public-private 
partnerships. 

Additionally, Data.gov is a great place if you’re looking for case studies and examples of data use in other 
areas. Their resources page includes articles, use cases, and reflections from data practitioners working 
in government agencies. 

Data.gov is accessible at: https://www.data.gov/

https://www.data.gov/
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Civil Rights Data Collection
Are you interested in educational equity? Then you should check out the Civil Rights Data Collection 
available from the US Department of Education (USED). 

The Civil Rights Data Collection is an annual data collection required by the federal government. State 
Education Agencies (SEA), like your state’s Department of Education, collect data  throughout the year 
and submit it to the government for archive on this page. The collection is designed to promote equity 
and ensure compliance with federal civil rights laws. SEAs are required to report information related to:

• Student and teacher demographics, 
• Student participation in various courses, 
• Graduation rates, 
• Student behavior incidents,
• Drug and alcohol use on school campuses, 
• Staffing levels, 
• Special education and related services, and 
• Access to additional services, like mental or physical health. 

In addition to the raw data files, the Civil Rights Data Collection website includes school and district 
profiles, detailed data tables, built-in analysis tools, and detailed reports. These tools make for great
practice because you can easily double-check your work as you learn. 

The Civil Rights Data Collection is available at: https://ocrdata.ed.gov/

https://ocrdata.ed.gov/
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US Census Bureau
If you are interested in economic and societal indicators, check out the data sets from the US Census 
Bureau. Most people know about the Census Bureau’s 10-year national data collection, but did you know 
they provide a wide range of data collection services throughout the interim? You can access this 
information and use it to better understand the local conditions of the schools with which you work. 

On the Census Bureau’s website, you can download raw data files or use built-in analysis tools to 
understand data related to: 

• Age and sex, 
• Business and Economy,
• Education, 
• Emergency Management, 
• Employment, 
• Families and Living Arrangements,
• Geography, 
• Health,
• Housing, 
• Income and Property, 
• International Trade, 
• Population, 
• And much much more!

US Census Bureau data is available at: https://www.census.gov/

https://www.census.gov/


For more information about how you can use 
data and research to drive continuous improvement 

in your school or district, please visit: 

www.matthewbcourtney.com

http://www.matthewbcourtney.com/
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